
lobbyists will be working closely 
with our partners at CDOT and the 
TRPC in support of this important 
legislation. 

~AAA Colorado 

 

Thank you AAA for your submis-
sion of this article.  If you would 
like to submit an article for print, 
please contact Connie Antill 303-
789-2593. 

Move Over Laws require motor-
ists traveling on multi-lane high-
ways to, when practical, merge 
away from a disabled vehicle on 
the side of the highway, to provide 
an empty travel lane of safety for 
the emergency services worker.  
35 States have such laws, but 19 of 
those states do not include tow 
operators as emergency workers.  
Colorado is one of those 19 states.  
AAA Colorado plans to lobby the 
state legislature to include tow 
operators in the Move Over Laws. 

As part of this effort, we have 
upgraded our aaa.com website and 
added a feature we call the Legis-
lative Action Center.  It allows 
members and non-members alike 

to directly write comments to their 
elected officials via email through 
our site.  We hope you will visit 
aaa.com and send a message to 
your representatives in support of 

the Move Over Law to provide 
the same protections to tow drivers 
as police and fire personnel cur-
rently have. 

You can visit the site and send a 
message as many times as you 
wish.  Please do so.  It would be 
great if tow companies all over the 
state took advantage of this free 
tool and deluged their representa-
tives with their demands to pass 
this law during the January ses-
sion.  AAA Colorado’s Public 
Relations Department and our 
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Greetings everyone!  I have just 
returned from a memorable trip in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.  I had the 
honor of attending the first unveil-

ing of names on the Wall of the 
Fallen.  In my company were 
many towers and vendors from 
Colorado.  Also in attendance, 
relatives of Richard Beckner, Joe 
Tatkenhorst, and Craig Baladez.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
these families. 

The National Flag Truck was 
there and wow, was it amazing.  
The wind was perfect and kept the 
flag flying beautifully throughout 
the ceremony.  What a heartwarm-

ing way to present our Fallen He-
roes. 

I would like to mention that if you 
do not have a membership with the 
museum, please get one.  The costs 
to operate and put on events such 

as these are high and the museum 
really needs your support.  Please 
contact me, George Connolly, or 
Cheryl at the museum for more 
info. 

On a local note, we have had sev-
eral meetings with different facets 
of Colorado State Government and 
are working on getting rules 
adopted, changed, or new laws in 
place.  We will keep you updated 
as progress occurs.   
  ~Cozy Bob 
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Dear Members, 

As 2008 roles in, we are working 
to make some positive changes 
in the T.R.P.C.  The first is this 
newsletter.  This is our way of 
keeping you up to date on what 
is happening in Colorado, as 
well as around the country.   

As always, you may visit our 

website, www.trpc-online.org 
to keep up on things as well.  We 
are hoping to add a special Tow 
Show area on our website so that 

you are aware of the dates, 
times, and events that will be 
happening during that time.   

We have also brought back the 
membership directory.  Get your 

2007/2008 TRPC Membership 
Directory today!  As a member, 
you will receive 1 free directory; 
after that, they are $3 per direc-
tory, or $5 for 2.  Please contact 
Char at 303-665-6775 or Connie 
at 303-789-2593 to purchase 
your directories today! 

Also, please note that the 2007 
Christmas Banquet will be held 
on December 1, 2007 at the                 
Embassy Suites on 4444 N.               
Havana.  Cocktails are at 6pm 
and Dinner is at 7pm.  The cost 
is $120 for a couple and $65 for 
a single.  Invitations will be 
going out soon.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Rob 
Mooney at 303-279-3434. We 
hope to see you there! 
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Member at Large.                                 

Arnold Campbell for Board 
Member at Large.                                 

Terri Cloonan-Pelham for Board 
Member at Large.                                                  

Linda Vanhanken for Board 
Member at Large. 

If you or anyone you know would 
like to run in this years election, 
please contact Bob Swaney ASAP 
to get your name on the ballot. 

YOUR VOTE COUNTS!  Bal-
lots will be sent to all members 
via ground mail.  Please take a 
minute to fill them out and return 
them.   

The Election Meeting will take 
place on October 30, 2007; 7pm 
at Mickey’s Steakhouse, 70th & 
Broadway. 

 

It’s time for the 2008 T.R.P.C. 
Board Election.  You will be 
receiving more information 
about this in the mail soon.   

And the candidates are… 

Bob Swaney for President.                
Rob Mooney for Treasurer.   
Shawn Hegarty for Secretary.     
Connie Antill for Secretary. 
George Connolly for Board   
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In Chattanooga, Tennessee, at 
the International Towing & Re-
covery Hall of Fame & Museum, 
a monument has been built to 
commemorate the men and 
women of the towing industry 
who have lost their lives in the 
line of service; The Wall of the 
Fallen. 

A year ago September, this wall 
was unveiled before hundreds of 
people in an emotional cere-
mony.  This year, on September 

15, 2007, 93 names of fallen 
towers were unveiled before 
thousands of attendees.   

Those in attendance included  
TRPC President Bob Swaney 
and Board Member at Large 
George Connolly, and thousands 
of others who make a difference 
in this industry each and every 
day.   

                                                                                              

 

This first unveiling included four 
names from Colorado: 

Richard Beckner 

Richard Wayne Gillard, II 

Joe Clifford Tatkenhorst 

Zane Craig Baladez 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to the families of these men 
whose names are forever                  
commemorated on the Wall.  

 

At this time, we have scheduled 
TRAA Driver Certification 
Level 3 testing for June 19, 
2007.  A full day Heavy Duty 
Tow School will be held on June 
18, 2007.  Please note that this 
class is mandatory for those 
taking the Level 3 test.  

The Tow Show Committee is 
working hard to make next years 
show fun for everyone.  As you 
know, we have already set the 
date and reserved the facility: 

June 18-21, 2008, Jefferson 
County Fairgrounds, Golden, 
CO.   

We continue to work on schedul-
ing educational classes and semi-
nars.  More information will be 
provided as it becomes available.   

If you are interested in helping 
out with this committee, please 
contact Connie Antill at 303-
789-2593. 
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ville, Ontario, Canada. 

Harriet Cooley, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. 

Randy Olson, Chattanooga, Tennes-
see. 

Richard A. Frasier, Hague, New 
York. 

Joseph Pedigo, Normal, Illinois.  

Pat Herring, Somerset, Pennsyl-
vania. 

The T.R.P.C. would like to con-
gratulate these men and women 
for this prestigious honor. 

If you would like to learn more 
about how to nominate a deserv-
ing member of our industry for 
2008, please contact Cheryl 
Mish at 423-267-3132. 

On September 14, 2007, the 
International Towing & Recov-
ery Hall of Fame & Museum 
held it’s 22nd Annual Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremonies.  
Seven deserving men and 
women were added to an already 
impressive Hall of Fame: 

Richard D. Bays Jr., Watsonville, 
California 

Edward John Chambers, Orange-
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2007 Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony 
September 14, 2007 
Chattanooga, TN. 
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